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A tour of North America in one artist’s studio

Catherine E. Schissel inspired by
getting her feet on the ground

BYDEREKDUNN

Astudiotour from Catherine
E. Schissel’s walkout base-
ment is a journey through
landscapes from across
Canadaand intothe U.S.

From her upbringing in the
mossy B.C. interior, to dra-
matic scascapes in the Atlantic
region, to aseries on tulips at
the recent Glebe Art in the
Garden Tour, the Stittsville
artist’s door has been opened
for decades to her interpreta-
tion of nature.

“As an artist, you notice
things differently. How
would I mix the colours for
that cloud? You think differ-
ently. You look for patternand
rhythm and great composi-
tion,” Schisselsaid. “Ilikean
imbalance in my paintings.

“You have tobe fearless and
develop your own unique
voice.”

Isitan nsurmountable chal-
lenge to produce landscapes
whilelivinginarapidly grow-
ing urban community?

Schissel movedto Stittsville
for the first time (of four) in
the 1980s. Her husband took
ajob withthe government and
moved the family from a farm

CONTINUED OPPOSITE

Detail from Ragged Ann and
Friends, part of a series on
tulips in Ottawa by artist
Catherine E. Schissel. It
appeared in the recent
Glebe Art in the Garden
Tour. Schissel is a member
of the Ottawa West Arts
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The tulips, you know, area  Association.
little past the perfect ime. Photo provided
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Catherine E. Schissel has several paintings in progress on any given day. She offers studio
tours in her Stittsville home.
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out West, where she would
wake up in the middle of the
night to paint while the kids
slept. Today, herstudio opens
toa large backyard bnmming
with the natural world and
backing onto a forested area.

“It’s great. We are very
comfortable here,” she said,
noting the conveniences out-
weigh the familiarities of
rural living. “You can make
peacefulness wherever you
are. You've got to give up
something!”

Added to the urban chal-
lenge, the landscape artist
doesn’taccept commissions
from photographs. She hasto
feel the place under her feet
to paint it. That means plenty
of ravel.

“Ifeel privilegedto have this
ability to travel a lot. It feeds
my soul and brings out the
painting. Every road trip, the
paints and brushes are in the
car,” she said. “1 liketomove
and see new things. Never
stop learning, whatever your
passionis.”

NOTE: IMAGES DONOT EXACTLY
REPRESENT IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE

Schissel’s work isin private
and corporate collections
across Canada, the U.S., and
Europe. Ithasappearedmal-
most 20 shows and exhibits
around Ottawa. She has also
wona handful of awards from
area art associations.

She is a member of the
Ottawa WestArts Association,
which offers rotating exhibi-
tions of artworks inside the

“Never stop leaming,
whatever your
passion is.”

Catherine E. Schissel

CardelR ec Complex on Shea
Road.

Does her affection for the
natural world, coupled with
being raised by a conserva-
tionist father in a family that
hunted and fished, provoke a
duty to activism in a region
experiencing urban sprawl?

www.BlairAndS on HomeFurnishi

“I don’t let political things
influence my atwork at all,”
she said. “Ilet it go. IU's very
important to me how I feel
about everything going on,
but I don’t have to spread
ings all over social

Ifshe hasa preachy message
to share, itis simply to make
time for your passion and
never stop learning. An artist
ought to experiment with dif-
ferent media. She works with
oils, acrylics, pastels, penand
inks. Travel and testing her
skillsinnovel spacesare also
formsof leaming.

However, life oftencontains
certain consistencies. Her
deep love for the area south
of Revelstoke, B.C., where
hermother’s ashes are spread.

“My favourite is probably
my Fosthall series — a rug-
gedarea you can only get to
by boat,” she said. “How you
are raised 1s how you feel in
your environment.”

Visit ceschisselart.ca for stu-
dio tourtimes andmoreon the
artist.
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